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UNITED STATES. 

Quarantine regulations relative to the disinfection of baggage and personal 
effects from Cuban and Porto Bican ports. 

[Circular No. 85.] 

Treasury Department, 

Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, D. C, June 17, 1899. 
To medical officers of the Marine Hospital Service, 

State and local quarantine officers, collectors of customs, and others : 
In accordance with section 5 of the act of Congress approved February 
15, 1893, and Executive order of January 17, 1899, the following regu- 
lations relating to baggage and personal effects shipped at Cuban ports 
for ports in the United States are promulgated. These regulations will 
be in force during the quarantine close season,* which expires Novem- 
ber 15. 

1. Hereafter all baggage and personal effects, including hand bag- 
gage, of passengers leaving the Island of Cuba shall be labeled by the 
quarantine officer at the port from which the vessel sails. The label 
shall bear either the word "Disinfected" or the words "Inspected and 
passed," or "Inspected and passed to Northern Territory." 

2. All said baggage or personal effects destined for ports in the United 
States south of the southern boundary of Maryland shall be disinfected 
and bear the "Disinfected" label. 

Baggage shipped through a southern port, but checked through to a 
point north of the southern boundary of Maryland, with such precau- 
tions as may be hereafter required to prevent its being opened en route, 
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may be labeled " Inspected and passed for Northern Territory." But 
any such baggage presumably infected, or concerning which the quar- 
antine officer at the Cuban port may feel in doubt, shall be disinfected. 

3. All baggage, as above described, destined to ports in the United 
States north of the southern boundary of Maryland, shall bear the label 
"Inspected and passed," or "Disinfected," as the case may be. 

Baggage or personal effects bound for ports in the United States 
north of the southern boundary of Maryland, and whose ultimate des- 
tination is proven to the satisfaction of said quarantine officer to be a 
point north of the southern boundary of Maryland, and not intended 
thereafter to be shipped to a point south of the southern boundary of 
Maryland, may be labeled "Inspected and passed." 

But if any such baggage is presumably infected, then, though bound 
to a northern port, it shall be disinfected, and any baggage bound for 
a northern port, concerning which the quarantine officer may feel in 
doubt, may in his discretion be disinfected. 

4. It is further ordered that any baggage or personal effects from the 
Island of Cuba arriving at any port in the United States during the 
season of close quarantine, April 1 to November 15, not labeled with 
either the "Inspected" or "Disinfected" label, shall be disinfected at 
the quarantine station at the port of arrival. 

5. The foregoing regulations will apply also to any port in Porto Eico 
should yellow fever appear in said port. 

6. The quarantine officers in Cuba and Porto Eico, charged with the 
labeling of the baggage as above, shall exercise care and their discre- 
tion as to disinfecting all baggage coming from other ports or interior 

places. 

L. J. Gage, 

Secretary. 

GEORGIA. 

Smallpox in the county jail at Macon. 

As stated in Public Health Eeports for June 9, 1899, page 897, 
Asst. Surg. G. M. Corput was ordered to Macon, Ga., to determine the 
diagnosis of 2 cases of supposed smallpox which had occurred in the 
county jail. He reports as follows : 

United States Detention Camp, 

Egmont Key, Fla., June 12, 1899. 

Sik : In compliance with Bureau telegram of the 3d instant, directing 
me to proceed to Macon, Ga., for duty in connection with smallpox, 
said duty to be of an advisory nature only, I have to respectfully sub- 
mit the following report : 

I arrived at Macon on the morning of the 4th instant and spent most 
of that day investigating general conditions, without reporting to the 
authorities. On the morning of the 5th I called upon Senator Bacon 
and Judges Speer and Felton, and, after some little conversation with 
them, I visited the jail in company with the county physician. 



